The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the west.

St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church
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15804 — 98 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T5P-4R9
Tel: (780) 489-7943, Fax: (780) 930-2095, www.stphilipedmonton.org , E-mail: frelias@telus.net

Pastor: Reverend Father Elias Ferzli.
Attached: V. Rev. Archpriest Joseph Sakkab; Rev. Deacon Simon Sakkab

July 14, 2013

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council
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Weekly Service Schedule:

Saturday: 6:00 PM  Vesper service
Sunday: 9:30 AM  Matins’ Service
11:00 AM Divine Liturgy


http://www.stphilipedmonton.org/
mailto:frelias@telus.net
http://www.antiochianladiocese.org/images/icons/HolyFathers.jpg
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Tone 2 Eothinon 3

(Troparion of the resurrection -Tone 2)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst
destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all
the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

(Troparion of the Holy Fathers -Tone 8):

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers as
luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful
One, glory to Thee.

(Troparion of St-Philip -Tone 3):
O Holy Apostle Philip intercede with our merciful God to grant our souls, forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion:

O Protectress of Christians that cannot be put to shame, and their constant intercessor before the
Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners who are imploring thee; in thy goodness come to
our help, who in faith cry to thee: hasten, O Theotokos, to intercede for us, and hurry to pray for
us, for thou hast always protected those who honor thee.

1y o gl

, 2 (AN oally — daLall)
(5 ) Can (e ) 5 el Laie 5 i saY (55w aanadl Caal s gy Y 53 Blall Ll e sall ) sl Laie
_ﬂw\ibﬂ\‘;ﬁmd‘;’\ C‘\"'“A“LH‘ O sband) u\)ﬂ\@nanﬂja.auh

) (Ol allly — a8l £ LYY 4 S g sk)
SlasY) I Lepan Liion ago s el SIS (V) e Cpmnail) Bell C) (e b crannl) (33 Ul sl Ll i
JEAPON| m}\ d.:);l\ e s@,}ﬂﬂ\

(G Gallly — J ge ) Qulid upaill)

:é\.\ﬁl\
dr allaall o Wildh Ol gal e (a3 ¥ Gaga el e @A ) Al A e Gl deild |
Al sall s b dalhall G e puls deladall ) g 0h ol ) cpa jlall e dallia @l Ly & srally LS 1

e S Lails Axiiziall

The Epistle:
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have
believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and




profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him
once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and
sinful; he is self-condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to
me at Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply
themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who
are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.
Amen.
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The Gospel

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (5:14-19)
The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand,
and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven. Think
not that | have come to abolish the law and the prophets; | have come not to
abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men
so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and
teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
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About Slaves Who Preach Liberty

"While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants (slaves) of
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage™ (2
Peter 2:19)

The apostle still speaks of "the impure, the impudent, and the self-willed", reminding the faithful,
to beware of their misleading "proud and false words". He first said about them that: "they speak
evil of dignities of the glory of God" and second: "that they allure through the lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness" (1 Peter 2:18). Now he further speaks about how they promise liberty
i.e., they promise something which they themselves do not possess, for being overcome by
impure passions, they are slaves to their own passions, submissive slaves to the greatest tyranny
of this world. O my brethren, how relevant for us are these apostolic words written some
nineteen hundred years ago! Behold, how everywhere around us they get carried away
declaiming liberty, those who do not have even a little bit of liberty! Listen to the cry of the
despairing slaves of passions and vices; how deceived, they are deceiving; how blinded,
preaching light. Passions are a woven net, woven by the devil, to ensnare mankind. Captured in
this net, they refer to other men as slaves and themselves as freemen to the laughter of the deuvil,
who silently gathers in the net hauling it toward his shore. O brethren, guard yourselves from
those desperate ones who call themselves the heralds of liberty, while they serve their master and
lord, the devil, day and night. Their poverty they call wealth and the wealth of others they call
poverty, as does the ignorant one calls the entire world ignorant and himself intelligent. Thus,
those who are least free call others enslaved. Service to God and to fellow men out of love, they
call slavery, while service to the devil, they call liberty. They are malicious both to God and to
men, as is the devil himself malicious to God and to men. Whenever you hear anyone who
speaks to you of liberty, question him well, as to whether he is not a slave of some passion or
vice. By the impurity of their life, by their impudence and their self-will, you will recognize all

false teachers of liberty. The apostle reminds you of this.

O Lord, the only Giver of true liberty, safeguard us from the net of all those who are malicious
toward You and us.

To You be glory and thanks always. Amen

About How the Kingdom of God is Gained with the Heart and Not with the

Tongue
by St. Nikolai Velimirovich

"Not everyone who says, "Lord, Lord'will enter the Kingdom of Heaven" (Matthew
7:21)

Brethren, one does not gain the Kingdom of God with the tongue, but with the
heart. The heart is the treasury of those riches by which the kingdom is purchased;
the heart and not the tongue! If the treasury is full with the riches of God, i.e., a
strong faith, good hope, vivid love and good deeds, then the messenger of those
riches, the tongue, is faithful and pleasant. If the treasury is void of all those riches,



then its messenger [the tongue] is false and impudent. The kind of heart, the kind
of words. The kind of heart, the kind of deeds. All, all depends on the heart.
Hypocrisy is helpless before men, and is even more helpless before God. "If then |
am a father," says the Lord through the Prophet Malachi, "If then | am a father
where is the honor due to me?" And If | am a master, where is the reverence due to
me?" (Malachi 1:6). That is, | hear you call me father, but I do not see you
honoring me with your heart. | hear you call me master, but | do not see fear of me
in your hearts.

Our prayer: "Lord! Lord!" is beautiful and beneficial only when it emerges from a
prayerful heart. The Lord Himself commanded that we pray unceasingly, but not
only with the tongue to be heard by men, but rather enclosed in the cell of the heart
so that the Lord could hear and see us.

Lord, majestic and wonderful, deliver us from hypocrisy and pour Your fear into
our hearts so that our hearts could stand continually upright in prayer before You.
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Announcements
Annual parish Picnic:
Our parish picnic for this year will be on Sunday July 14, at Laurier Park, Site 7, right after the
Divine Liturgy in the church.

Memorial Service:
The Trisagion service is offered on today, as the fortieth day memorial, for the rest of the soul of
the departed Wedad Abdulnoor. The family is offering a mercy meal after the liturgy. May God
rest her soul in peace.

Church office is closed on:
July 15 — 19 (Priest’s Holiday) and July 22 26 (priest attending convention in Houston)

St. Elias Feast — July 20.
The feast of St. Elias will be celebrated on Sunday July 21.

August special services:
Paraklisis prayer will be held daily at 7:00 pm (except Saturday and Sunday) from
August 1% — 13. On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, it will be served in Arabic.
And on Tuesday & Thursday it will be in English.

The feast of the Holy Transfiguration of the Lord:
Monday August 5, at 7:00 PM: Vesper Service + Artoklasia.
Tuesday August 6 at 10:00 AM Orthros [Including Metalipsis and complete Polyeleos],
concluded by the Epistle and the Gospel.

The feast of the Holy Dormition of the Theotokos:

A Vigil Service for the feast will be served on Wednesday Augqust 14:

Schedule of the Service:

5:00 PM Little Compline + The Canon of Metalipsis.

5:30 pm Vesper Service + Artoklasia + The lamentations.

7:00 PM Orthros [ Including Metalipsis and complete Polyeleos.]
8:30 PM Divine Liturgy.

9:30 PM Coliva (boiled wheat) & Fellowship.




