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15804 — 98 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T5P-4R9
Tel: (780) 489-7943, Fax: (780) 930-2095, www.stphilipedmonton.org , E mail: frelias@telus.net

Pastor: Reverend Father Elias Ferzli.
Attached: V. Rev. Archpriest Joseph Sakkab; Rev. Deacon Simon Sakkab.

October 30, 2011

20" Sunday after Pentecost: The Holy Martyrs Zenobius and Zenobia
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Weekly Service Schedule:
Saturday: 6:00 PM  Vesper service
Sunday: 9:30 AM  Matins’ Service

11:00 AM Divine Liturgy
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Tone 3 Eothinon 9

(Troparion of the resurrection -Tone 3)
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He
hath trampled down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from
the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
(Troparion of Sts — Zenobius and Zenobia -Tone 4)
Thy Martyrs, O Lord, in their courageous contest for Thee received as the prize the crowns of
incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. For, since they possessed Thy strength, they
cast down the tyrants and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless presumption. O Christ God,
by their prayers, save our souls, since Thou art merciful.
(Troparion of St-Philip -Tone 3)
O Holy Apostle Philip intercede with our merciful God to grant our souls, forgiveness of sins.
Kontakion:
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O
despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto
our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who
dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle:

Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
Clap your hands, all ye nations.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19)
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s
gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation of
Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of
God violently and tried to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age
among my people; so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when He
Who had set me apart before | was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased to
reveal His Son to me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with
flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but I went
away into Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus. Then after three years | went up to
Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw none of the other
Apostles except James the Lord’s brother.
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The Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (16:19-31)
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to
be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The
poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in
his bosom. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the
end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham said,
‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and
you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be
able, and none may cross from there to us.” And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my
father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.” But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” And he
said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should
rise from the dead.’”
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The Hatred of the World

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you” (John 15:18).
(From The website of St. Athanasius Church)

By “the world” here, the Lord means those over whom “the ruler of this world” (John 14:30)
reigns. It is he who was responsible for the Lord’s Crucifixion (1 Corinthians 2:8), and he was
called the father of those who opposed Jesus and plotted His death (John 8:44).

Why should the world hate Jesus? He stated in the words of the Gospel lesson: “They hated Me
without a cause” (v.25). This is a quote from Psalm 35:19, Psalm 69:4 and Psalm 109:3 and
reflects David’s struggle against the godless (Psalm 35:16), the wicked

and the deceitful (Psalm 109:2). “Zeal for the Lord’s house had consumed David and the
reproaches of those who reproach God had fallen on David” (Psalm 69:9).

The Lord made the same connection in the Gospel lesson: “They hated both Me and My Father”
(v.24). One purpose of the Lord’s coming was to expose this and to give them an opportunity to
change. “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no
excuse for their sin. If | had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father” (vv.22,24). For the
works that Jesus showed were from His Father (John 10:32).

These “works which no one else did” are mentioned throughout the four Gospels. For example:
A mute, demon-possessed man was healed and then spoke; the crowd said, “It was never seen
like this in Israel” (Matthew 9:33). The paralytic who was lowered through the roof was forgiven
his sins, then healed. The crowd responded, “We never saw anything like this!” (Mark 2:12).
After being healed, the man born blind remarked, “Since the world began, it has been unheard of
that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind” (John 9:32). And even the Twelve were
stunned at Jesus’ works: After calming a raging storm, they said, “Who can this be? For He
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him!” (Luke 8:25).

The Jewish leaders claimed to oppose Jesus because He was opposed to the Father. For example,
Moses wrote that anyone who performs signs and wonders AND leads the people to serve other
gods shall be executed for instigating a rebellion against the Lord (Deuteronomy 13). The works
Jesus did testified by themselves as to Who He was: the crowds’ reaction was, “When the Christ
comes, how could He do more signs than these which this Man had done?” (John 7:31). And
Jesus was not leading a rebellion against God but a return to God. Yet when Jesus confronted the
Jewish leaders with this, they refused to see it. They also didn’t notice that Moses prophesied of
Jesus’ arrival saying, “The Lord God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among you,
from your countrymen; you shall listen to Him” (Deuteronomy 18:15).

Announcements

Antiochian Women
- The Antiochian Women will be sponsoring the coffee hour every Sunday after
Liturgy. Please join us for fellowship time.
- Next Antiochian Women board meeting: Monday October 24 at 7:00 pm.
- All ladies are invited by the Antiochian Women to the first “ladies fellowship evening”,
hosted by Mrs. Nahia Rustom on Saturday November 26, at 6:00 pm.
- Antiochian Women general meeting will be on Sunday November 27, after church.




Special Olympics Awareness day: October 30.
Our Teen Soyo will be sponsoring a fundraising “CHILI LUNCH on Sunday October 30 after
Liturgy, to help funding the 2011 Special Olympic Sports Camp, at the Antiochian Village.

Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood:
Please Book on your calendar the following events planned by the Orthodox clergy brotherhood
in Edmonton:
Holy Unction service: At St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church (9831 — 75 St.) at 6:00 pm.
Re-Catechism sessions: At St. George Greek Orthodox Church (10831 — 124 St) Every Friday
(November 4, 11, 18, 25 & December 9, 16) at 7:00 pm.

Bible Studies:

This year we will be studying the main topics of “the letter of St. Paul to the

Romans”. There will be six topics selected for six bible studies for six months.

We will begin with:

Wednesday November 16, at 6:00 pm: Paraklesis Service followed by a “Bible Study” at
7:00 pm: “The Sinfulness of all and the
Righteousness of Christ”

Wednesday December 14, at 6:00 pm: Paraklesis Service followed by a “Bible Study” at
7:00 pm: “Living by faith”

November special services

Daily Orthros, Tuesday to Friday, at 9:30am,
Daily Vespers, Tuesday to Friday, at 3:30pm,
from November 15 until December 23.

Monday November 7, at 7:00 PM: Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the feast of Sts
Michael and Gabriel.
Wednesday November 16, at 6:00 PM:  Paraklesis Service followed by a Bible Study.

Monday November 29, at 9:30 AM: Orthos Service for the feast of the Entrance of
the Holy Theotokos to the temple.
Thursday November 24, at 7:00 PM: Vespers service for the feast of St. Catherine.

St. Philip feast:
Sunday November 13: Potluck following Divine Liturgy.
Monday November 14: Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:00pm. To be served by Junior Choir,
followed by snacks and fellowship.
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