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Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Venerable-martyr Stephen the New
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Weekly Service Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM  Vesper service
Sunday: 9:30 AM  Matins’ Service

11:00 AM Divine Liturgy
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Tone 2 Eothinon 5

(Troparion of the resurrection -Tone 2)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from
beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver
of life, glory to Thee.

(Troparion of St. Stephen the New -Tone 4)

Trained on the mountain in ascetical labors, with the whole armor of the Cross thou didst
vanquish the spiritual arrays of unseen enemies; and when thou hadst stripped thyself
with great courage for contest, thou didst slay Copronymus with the sword of the true
Faith. For both these things hast thou been crowned by God, O righteous Martyr, blest
Stephen of great renown.

(Troparion of St-Philip -Tone 3):
O Holy Apostle Philip intercede with our merciful God to grant our souls, forgiveness of
sins.

Kontakion:

Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable manner to
the Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest it
heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds, Who chose to be seen as a
new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages.
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The Epistle:
The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me sorely.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (6:10-17)
Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the whole armor
of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not
contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers,
against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places. Therefore, take the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having girded
your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod
your feet with the equipment of the Gospel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield
of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.
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The Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:18-27)
At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good
but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do
not steal. Do not bear false witness. Honor your father and mother.”” And the man said,
“All these I have observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard it, he said to him,
“One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the man heard this he became
sad, for he was very rich. Jesus, seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have
riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then
who can be saved?” Jesus said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.”
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| asked God ..... He said: NO




* I asked God to free me from pride. He said: “NO”, you have to
stop being prideful.

* | asked God for the sake of my handicapped child. He said:
“NO”, your child’s body is perishable but his spirit is perfect.

* | asked God to grant me patience. He said: “NO”, patience is to
be earned not granted.

* I asked God to grant me happiness. He said: “NO”, I granted
you blessing and grace, work with them to be happy.

* I asked God to free me from sufferings. He said: “NO”,
sufferings help you to “lay aside all earthly care” and be closer to
me.

* | asked God to love me. He said: “YES”, | gave you my only
begotten son that you may not perish but have eternal life, if you
believe.

* | asked God to help me to love others as He loved me.
He said:

“NOW YOU BEGIN TO KNOW THE MYSTERY OF LIFE”

Peace on Earth
by the Rt. Rev. Archimandrite llyas Kurban (The thrice blessed Metropolitan of Tripoli)
from The Word, December 1961

“Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace and good will among men.” This
is the hymn which was sung by the group of angels, almost two thousand years ago.

Is there peace on earth? This word has been commercialized to an extent that it has
lost its real meaning and purpose. It has been vulgarized and abused.

Great nations, small nations, communities, individuals, commit the greatest crimes
under the cover of peace. Where are we from peace today? Yes, the angels cried, “on
earth peace,” but humanity has been suffering from wars, diseases, natural calamities,
hatred, mistrust, vengeance, and killings. Planes collide and hundreds of thousands of
people die for no reason; gales and hurricanes rise and devastate homes, gardens,




trees and take a huge number of human lives; the ocean rises to break and swallow
ships and human beings.

For the last fifty years, humanity has witnessed two world wars and has suffered
unbelievable losses. New nations have seen the light. Cries for independence and self-
determination overshadow any other cry, but with the emergence of the new nations
and with the ever-growing cry of freedom and independence, humanity is far from
solving its problems. New crimes, new massacres, new hatreds, vengeances, and
diseases have arisen. Humanity today, like the humanity of old is deceiving itself. If
Hamurabi, Ramses, Hannibal, Alexander the Great, and Julius Caesar couldn’t solve
our problems, so also, Napoleon, Hitler and the present rulers of today are unable to
do so.

We hear today in the opposite camp the cry for peace, but under cover, huge stocks of
the most dreadful weapons are piled up to be used to kill and annihilate human life.
We admit the fact that we are more advanced than our ancestors in every field of
science and knowledge, but it does not make the slightest difference. Men are still
killing one another. The only difference, and as a result of our progress, mass killing
is more perfected today than ever before.

The memories of the last war are still fresh in our minds. Disturbances and bloody
revolts are almost in every continent and country; social and family problems are on
the increase, there is no mutual trust, fidelity or integrity. Man thinks he can solve his
problems without the help of God. The results are misunderstanding, deception and
dangerous deviation in our social order and structure.

Yes, the angels are still singing the hymn of peace and in spite of the fact that peace is
a reality, we misunderstand its real meaning. The incarnation of our Lord is a reality,
the Kingdom of God is at hand, but it is for those who choose it. The Kingdom of
God is the kingdom of true peace, the peace that we have when we belong to Jesus
and His Church.

We can have peace in spite of all the atomic bombs and armies. Our peace is the
peace of mind, the peace that is from above, the peace of God.

Our world is the world of appearance. Don’t be misled by the false prophets of social
reform and human justice. There is no reformation, no justice, outside of God. He is
our hope and our life. His kingdom is for those who accept His Word and do His Will.
Let us really be His children; let us constantly pray that we may get His blessings and
His forgiveness in this new year, and that we may have the power and strength to
quell our passions and our treacherous and wrong desires. Let us worship God that we
may be filled with His grace and love.

Do not be proud of your own personal achievement. Pride is the source of all sin, and
no matter how much you do, you still have more to do. Our whole life is a struggle
and strife to achieve a better life. There is no rest and no retirement.

May Almighty God grant all the knowledge of His truth, and may each and every one
of us have peace, love and understanding. May we forgive one another that we may
help one another and may we be liberated from the slavery of our egoism and
selfishness. May God grant our sick health and restoration and comfort the hearts of
the suffering, and may He repose the souls of all our beloved ones in His glorious and
happy kingdom.
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Announcements

Antiochian Women: Meeting today after Liturqgy.

Teen Soyo:
- Teen SOYO meets weekly between 10:15 - 10:55 a.m. Sundays.
- Teen Soyo are selling “Arabic Calendars”, greeting cards and T-shirts. Please be
supportive.

November special services

Daily Orthros, Tuesday to Friday, at 9:30am,
Daily Vespers, Tuesday to Friday, at 3:30pm,
from November 15 until December 23.

Bible Studies

Wednesday December 15, 2010:
- 6:00 pm: Paraklisis.
- 7:00 pm: Bible Study; "For UNTO US a child is born®" (By Fr. Raphael Johnston).

Wednesday January 19, 2011:
- 6:00 pm: Paraklisis.
- 7:00 pm: Bible Study: “The Temptation of Christ” ( Given by Fr. Patrick Yamniuk)

Parish General meeting:
All parishioners of St. Philip church are invited to the annual general meeting, on
Sunday December 5, at 7:00 pm. Invitations with Agenda had been mailed out.
Whoever did not receive the letter, please contact the church office.

Annual Christmas party & dinner: Saturday December 18, 2008.

Christmas Concert:
Our annual Christmas concert be on Saturday December 11, at 6:00 pm. Fellowship, pot
luck Lenten dinner, and Santa’s coming is to follow. Everyone is invited.




