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CHIST IS RISEN INDEED IS RISEN.

FIRST ANTIPHON
* Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
* Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. (Through
the intercessions ...)
* Glory... Both now... (Through the intercessions ...)

SECOND ANTIPHON

* May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon

us, and have mercy upon us. (Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead;
who sing to Thee. Alleluia.)
* That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the people give
thanks to thee, O God (Save us, O Son of God...)
* May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Save us, O Son of God...)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THIRD ANTIPHON
* Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from
before His face. (Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death;
and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!)
* As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. (Christ is risen ...)
* So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.(Christ is risen ..)
* This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.(Christ is risen..)

Troparion of Pascha:
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

Hypakoe of Pascha:

They who were with Mary came before the dawn, found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher, and
heard the angels say unto them: Why seek ye Him as man with the dead, Who dwells in light eternal?
Behold the grave wrappings; make haste and declare to the world that the Lord is risen, and hath caused
death to die; for He is the Son of God, the Savior of mankind.

Do Not sing the Troparion of the patron saint of the church

Kontakion of Pascha:

O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades; and
Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the ointment-bearing women: Rejoice! And
Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, O Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had fallen.
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The Epistle:
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein!
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endureth forever.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (1:1-8)

In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the
day when He was taken up, after He had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the
Apostles whom He had chosen. To them He presented Himself alive after His passion by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while
staying with them He charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, He said, “You heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but before many
days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together, they asked
Him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for
you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by His own authority. But you shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”
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The Gospel

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (1:1-17)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God; all things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything
made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through
Him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens
every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through
Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people received Him
not. But to all who received Him, who believed in His Name, He gave power to become children
of God; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld
His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to Him, and cried, “This
was He of Whom I said, ‘He Who comes after me ranks before me, for He was before me.’”)
And from His fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
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Christ is Risen!
WHAT AN IMMENSE TREASURE, what a deep meaning and bright joy is in this greeting! "If
Christ be not risen again, then our faith is vain," says Apostle Paul, and our hope for the future
is vain as well. If our existence were to end with death, it would seem logical for us to use all




possible means to maximize worldly gain and pleasure: "And let us eat and drink, for tomorrow
we shall die." Imagine, how gloomy our life would be in the absence of higher ideals and goals!
People would become very cruel and unforgiving. Everyone would seek to manipulate others to
fulfill his own pleasures with the utmost rudeness.

But Christ has risen, and defeated death, and all evil as well! By His Resurrection He has
proved to the world that He is the true God and that His teaching is Truth, and that all of what He
has promised will definitely come true. He promised that upon His second coming He would
resurrect everyone from the dead. "The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live." Then everyone will rise with his own now
incorrupt and transfigured body. Then, finally, he will begin the true life for which we all were
created by God. No one can say precisely what it will be like, because our world is unlike the
world to be. How can we explain the beauty of nature, the songs of birds, the fragrance of
flowers and the beauty of the clear sky to a worm who has never emerged from soil? "That eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what things God hath
prepared for them that love Him." We only know that there we will have no worry and no one to
fear. Everyone will love each other and there will be everlasting joy.

So, the desire of vain, worldly pleasures and the fear of death must not be our guide. Our guide
and inspiration for going good must be an active yearning for eternal life.

We must not allow the different sorrows of this life, the lowly passions, or the desire for revenge
to cloud or obscure our joy of the radiant Resurrection of Christ. Let us strive to be pure and
kinder toward everyone, to forgive and to love everyone as our Lord Jesus Christ loves us and
died for our sins.

So let the Paschal joy inspire us always to do good and seek righteousness, because this is our
true treasure that will follow us to everlasting life. And the greater the love that we acquire and
give to others, the closer we will be to God, and the more blessedness we shall inherit. All this
treasure is the result of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord and God and Savior Christ. So let
us always praise and give thanks to Him for His victory over hell and death!

Dear Brethren, Christ is Risen!
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Announcements

Agape Vespers:
- Sunday April 24, at 3:00 pm: Agape Vespers (The Baouth service)

Services for coming up feasts:
- Monday April 25, 9:00 to 11:00am: Orthros + Divine Liturgy for the feast of St. George
- Tuesday May 17, at 7:00 pm: Evening Divine Liturgy for the feast of Mid-Pentecost

- Friday April 20, at 7:00 pm: Vespers service for the feast of Sts. Constantine and
Elena.

- Wednesday June 1, at 7:00 pm: Evening Divine Liturgy for the feast of the Holy
Ascension.

“Complementary Mother’s day Brunch”: on Sunday May 8.
All parishioners and friends of St. Philip church are invited to a “Complementary Mother’s day
Brunch” on Sunday May 8, right after the Divine Liturgy. This is offered in honor of all mothers
and ladies of St. Philip church.

Parish General Meeting: May 15, immediately following the Divine Liturgy.




