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December 25", 2010

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Weekly Service Schedule:
Saturday: 4:00 PM  Vesper service
Sunday: 9:30 AM  Matins Service

11:00 AM Divine Liturgy



http://www.stphilipedmonton.org/
mailto:frelias@telus.net

“Christ is born, glorify him.”
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
* | will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: | will speak of all Thy marvelous works. In the
assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the works of the Lord are great. (Through the
intercessions....)
* They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and glorious, and His
righteousness endureth forever. ( Through the intercessions....)
* Glory... Both now... ( Through the intercessions....)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

* Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His commandments. His seed
shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
* Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever. Save us, O Son
of God, Who wast born of a Virgin
* Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and
righteous. Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin

THE THIRD ANTIPHON
The Lord said unto my Lord: sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool. The Lord shall send Thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With Thee is dominion
in the day of Thy power, in the beauties of Thy saints. (Now sing the Festal Apolytikion:
“Thy Nativity, O Christ.”)
(Troparion of the Nativity)
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world;
for they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of justice,
and to know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.
Kontakion of the Nativity:
Today the Virgin giveth birth to the Transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star travel
on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes, God before the ages.
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The Epistle:
All those on earth worship thee and sing unto Thee,
Alleluia to God, O all the earth.

The reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul Epistle to the Galatians. (4:4-7)
Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
So, through God you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir.
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The Gospel
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:1-12)
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born king
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East, and have come to worship Him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the
prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judea, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judea; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern My people Israel.””
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found Him bring me word, that 1 too may come and worship
Him.” When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had
seen in the East went before them, until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the
house they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country

by another way.
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December 22, 2010 + Nativity Epistle 1966
by Metropolitan Philip
from The Word, December 1966

With great joy and gratitude for God’s unfathomable love, we greet you at this
Christmas season, praying and hoping that Christ will be born in your hearts. If we
look upon the birth of Christ as a mere historical event, we celebrate this holy
event in vain, for Christ’s birth must serve to renew our lives and make us
comprehend God’s eternal love for man whom He created in His own image and
likeness.

Man was created out of God’s love to be a partaker of the divine, and when he—
deceived by the malice of the devil—rent that fellowship with God, God never
ceased seeking him and stretching forth His hand to lead him back to the meadows
of salvation. For God loves us despite our sins. He searched for man in Paradise
when he had fallen victim to the deceitful one and established a dialogue with man
to prepare him for the most decisive event in the history of man. “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that all who believe in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Christ’s birth, therefore, is
more than an historical event for He was born to reconcile the human with the
divine, to uplift man from the swamps of his lowly existence to the vastness of
truth, beauty, and goodness. Christ was born to restore the purity of the image
which was stained by sin.

“When the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons.” (Gal. 4:4,5) When the fullness of time was come “the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14). He who is God assumed
our human nature with all its aspects except sin and humbled Himself. He was
born in a lowly manger to give the greatest example ever given in self-sacrifice
and humility. “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for our sake He became poor, so that by His poverty we might become
rich.” (Il Cor. 8:9).

Christmas, therefore, is not a time for superficial pleasure. It is a time for
reflection and deep thinking. It is a time for soul-searching and self-examination.
History does not record only what we say but rather what we do. In this great
event of Christ’s birth God has given us the opportunity to witness to Him in this
most crucial time in the history of mankind. Let us not, therefore, forget that we
belong to the Church of saints and martyrs, the Church which in the past never
compromised with evil. We belong to the Church which challenged the world and
changed the history of man.

Let us, therefore, both clergy and laity, bathe in that eternal light which shone
brightly over the humble shepherds of Bethlehem. Let us rededicate ourselves for
the achievements of the great tasks of Orthodoxy which are ahead of us. To do this
we must begin with our own spiritual life, and our progress must go hand in hand



with our spiritual progress and development. Progress in spiritual life has no limits
and there is so much yet to be done for our Archdiocese in particular and
Orthodoxy in general. God gave us His Son, the most precious gift He could offer
us. Let us give Him ourselves in return as a spiritual sacrifice, “for a new child
was born for us, God before the ages.”

May He who humbled Himself for our sakes and was born in a manger bless you
and keep you always in His love. Our best wishes and prayers be with you for a
very blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year.
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Announcements

December special services
Wednesday December 29, at 10:30 am:  Divine Liturgy for the feast of the Martyrs
Children of Bethlehem.
Friday December 31, at 7:00 pm: Evening Divine Liturgy for the feast of the
Circumcision of the Lord & St. Basil the
Great.

“Christ is born, glorify him”
5 gaaad Al'g Tesal)

All parishioners and friends of St. Philip’s Church are welcome to share with Fr. Elias,
Khouriyeh Nada and their family, a greeting time in the spirit of Christmas.

Address: 9504 — 167™ Street.
Time: Sunday December 26 (3:00 pm — 10:00 pm).

Church School:
Divine Liturgy and outing: Wednesday December 29 at 10:30 am Divine Liturgy
served by children + Lunch + outing.
Christmas Holiday: Sunday December 19, is the last day of classes before the holiday.
The classes resumes on Sunday January 8, 2011. Merry Christmas.

January special services:
Wednesday January 5, at 1:00 pm: The royal hours of the Holy Theophany.
Wednesday January 5, at 5:00 pm: Vigil Service for the feast of Holy Theophany.
(Will include: Vespers + Orthros + Divine
Liturgy [at 7:00 pm] + The Great Sanctification
of Water.

Bible Study: Wednesday January 19, 2011:
- 6:00 pm: Paraklisis.
- 7:00 pm: Bible Study: “The Temptation of Christ” (Given by Fr. Patrick Yamniuk)




